Joint declaration for a united effort to resolvethenational criss

Thereisanationd crissin Nepa today; five years of democratic had not passed that a armed
sruggle was initiated by the Maoist, which hasled to the lose of live of nearly12000 Nepalese,
with many injured and alarge number being displaced from their homes. Ingtead of finding a
politica solution the King on the 1t of February took power in his hands, snce then the
country has further been divided, peoples rights have been curtaled, politicd activig, the press
and the human right activists been locked up.

In the name of curbing corruption, the unconditutiona Roya commission has been established
which is moving to punish the kings detractors and palitica leaders Dueto dl these reasonsthe
ganding of the Nepaese government has diminished in the internationd field. Even when the
emergency was withdrawn there has been no sgnificant improvement in the Situation of the
country.

The politicad parties, vocationd organizations, human rights organizations and the citizens of

the nation have been opposing the Kings move and they have been struggling for the restoration
of democracy. We the seven palitical parties of Nepa have made this declaration so asto
restore full democracy, rights of the people and to move the nation in a positive and peaceful
direction.

Past evaluation

Since the movement of 1990 which ushered in democracy in the country the nation has moved
forward indl gpects of development, even than not enough was done to bring about socid
justice and gender equdity across Nepd. In this period via the parliament measures were taken
towards curbing corruption and ushering in good governance, Hill the problem of corruption
was not done away with in our society. Palitics of violence was not serioudy taken up and dedlt
with in time by the parties. We accept our short comings and promise not to repeet them, and
that we shdl drive to safe guard democracy brought about by the movement of 1990, and
promote democratic normsin the nation for its overal development.

1. Take up the democratic road and not the one leading to extremism

At the moment Nepd is suffering from two extremes one by the King and the other by the
Maoigt, we have to guide the nation towards democracy and peoples representative rule, the
nation must be governed by the rule of law under the congtitution, than aone al the forces and
actorsin the nationd poalitics of the country will find a peaceful common platform

2. Today's need isto do away with the Kings autocratic rule
TheKing's direct rule has made amockery of the rule of law, supremacy of the parliament and

the condtitution of the nation. This has made the people of Nepd to lose face in the internationd
field. These unconditutiond steps of the King must be immediately stopped, rule of law
enforced, political prisoners released, parties dlowed to continue heir activities peecefully, the



rights of the people restored, the condtitution must be reactivated and a peoples representetive
government reingtated. At the moment when a representative government in not ruling the
country, the political parties must be considered to be the true representatives of the people, and
the demand of the palitical parties to reindtate representative rule must be consdered as the true
demand of the people of Nepd.

3. Reinstatement of the parliament for a peopl€'srepresentative gover nment.

We bdieve that & a moment when dl rights of the people have been withdrawn by the king and
when the nation is facing such an enormous crigs, the dissolved parliament must be reingtated
s0 that the peopl€'s representatives may bring about much needed peace, security, development
and democratic norms shal be restored. This struggle for the reingtatement of the dissolved
parliament is a the moment the joint agenda and demand of the politica parties backed by the
entire people of the nation.

4. Someimportant pointsto resolve the national criss
The reinstated parliament shall with the support and backing of the people, will do the fallowing
deeds to resolve the current criss.

a) The government shdl be responsible to the parliament: To resolve dl conflictsin the nation
an dl paty government shdl govern the nation, which shdl be responsible to the parliament.
b) Management of Violent conflicts and reingtatement of peace The dl party government shall
create a conducive environment so that the Maoist shal be able to leave ther violent path and
comeinto the main stream of palitics, dl their grievances, economic socid educationd etc shal
be looked into. A stuation shal be made where dl politica parties and the civil society will be
able to contribute towards building along lasting peace.

¢) Commitment towar ds the future progressive programs

All actions to revive democracy and resolve the on going conflict shal be based on the principle
that the people are the ultimate bearers of power thet the rule of law shdl prevall, the judiciary
shdl remain independent and that multiparty democratic norms shdl be followed. Provisions
shdl be made to hold referendum on vital nationd issues, the army shdl remain responsible to
the peoples representatives, decentrdization shal be ushered in, principles of good governance
shdl be adhered to, the country and the congtituencies can be restructured so asto
accommodate the people of various regions, races and caste who have been Ieft out of the main
dream of nationd life, women and children shdl be given priority when planning is done. The
activities of the palitica parties shdl be made transparent and democrétic.

d) The congtitution shall be adhered to

The condtitution of 1990 has granted the sovereignty of the country in the hands of the people,
this agpect of the conditution, at no rate shal be compromised and the people shdl be further
empowered to rule the country viather representatives, the nation shdl be teken forward in dl
agpects of development. All the palitical parties are united to uphold the condtitution, and dl
democratic normsincluding nationd referendum shdl be taken into consderation while
defining and moderating the condtitution.



5. Progressive movement to be based on the constitution of 1990
We declare that we shdl make dl progressive moves and resolve the paliticd crisesin the

nation basad on the condtitution of 1990.

6. Plansto hold National eections
To end the uncertainness prevailing in the country, nationd dectionswill be held in duetime
which will be free and fair, thiswill be done with the help of dl nationd and internationd

organizations.

From a united sand we fed that the crisis in the country can be solved, by fallowing the above
peth. It is possible to resolve the politica crisgs through a peaceful people's movement. With
this mandate, it is possble to restore democracy and we the seven political partiesare
committed to this peaceful movement and are herby dedaring the joint program, which shdll
launch the peaceful movement in the country to restore democracy.
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